
LITERATURE IN ENGLISH 

GENERAL OBJECTIVES 

AIM: 

The aim of the Unified Tertia1y Matriculation Examination (UTME) syllabus in Literature in 

English is to prepare the candidates for the Board's examination. Which are to generate, deepen 

and sustain interest in literature in English generally, and create awareness and understanding 

of the principles and techniques of all the genres of literature from diverse cultures. 

OBJECTIVES: 

It is designed to test their achievement of the course objectives which are to: 

• stimulate and sustain their interest in Literature in English;

• create an awareness of the general principles of Literature and the functions of

language:

• appreciate literary works of all genres and across all cultures;
• apply the knowledge of Literature in English to the understanding of cultural literature,

political and economic activities in the society.

DETAILED SYLLABUS 

TOPICS/CONTENTS/NOTES 
1. DRAMA

a. Types:
J. Tragedy
JI . Comedy 
. . .

Tragicomedy JI!.
JV. Melodrama 
V. Farce
VJ. Opera etc. 

b. Dramatic Techniques

J. Characterisation
JI. Dialogue 
. . .  

Flashback JI!. 
JV. Mime 
V. Costume
VJ. Music/Dance 
VJI. Decor/ sceneJy 
VJIJ. Acts/Scenes 
JX. Soliloquy/aside 
X. Figures of Speech ..

OBJECTIVES 
Candidates should be alble to: 

a.1. identify the vanous types of
drama;

a.JI. analyse the contents of the
various types of drama;

a.JJI. compare and contrast the
features of different types of drama.

b.i. demonstrate adequate 
knowledge of dramatic techniques 
and stage directions used m each 
prescribed text; 

b.ii. differentiate between styles of
selected playwrights;
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